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Are there any fall hazards that are 3 metres or
more?
When do we plan on having the pool emptied?
Who is responsible for managing the employees,
contractors, and public?
What control measures are being used to prevent
slips, trips, and falls?
Where is the fall protection plan? 
What are the rescue procedures in place?
What are the three worker rights?

Let’s Discuss

When it has been decided to empty the pool,
scheduling employees and operations is a primary
action to initiate. 

Ensure only essential employees, and essential work
site parties such as contractors, are on the work site
when the pool is being drained and after the pool
basin is empty. 

Communications must have clear expectations and
procedures if a person is to be granted access to this
work site. 

Affected clients must also be notified of this work site
because of its restricted access due to the fall
hazards that are present. 

Prepare to Empty the Pool

A fall protection plan must specify these key topics:

The fall hazard at the work site.
The fall protection system to be used at the
work site.
Anchors to be used during the work. 
How to ensure clearance distances below the
work area, if applicable, have been confirmed as
sufficient to prevent striking the ground or an
object or level below the work area.
What procedures are used to assemble,
maintain, inspect, use, and disassemble the fall
protection system, where applicable. 
Rescue procedures, for use in the event that a
person falls and is suspended by a personal fall
arrest system or safety net and needs to be
rescued. 

Fall Protection Plan

Recreational pools may be required to be drained for
various reasons, from basin surface maintenance, to
balancing the total dissolved solids in the water.

When the pool is being emptied, and/or when it has
been emptied, there may be fall hazards that require
a fall protection plan. 

If a guardrail cannot be used to protect someone
from falling 3 metres, then a fall protection plan is
required.  

Empty Pool Basin

Health and Safety Talks:
Empty Pool Basin

Aquatic Health and Safety

Visit our Aquatic Health
& Safety Campaign
website for resources:
VR 3.0


